Caving Opportunities for Metroplex Scout Groups

The BSA publishes caving guidelines, which can be found on the NSS Website (http://www.caves.org/) as a PDF file.  The guidelines list 35 numbered points, the first of which states the following:

1. All caving, other than simple novice activities, should be limited to adults and young people 14 and over – members of Venture Crews or Learning for Life posts, and older Scouts in troops and teams.  “Simple novice activities” means

commercially operated cave excursions.

The following are suggested caving activities for Boy Scout troops or teams and Venture crews from the Dallas/Ft. Worth Metroplex:

· Colorado Bend State Park, Texas  – 3 hour drive from the Metroplex – guided wild caving trip
· Longhorn Caverns State Park, Texas  – 3 hour drive from the Metroplex – guided wild caving trip
· Inner Space Cavern, Georgetown, Texas - 3 hour drive from the Metroplex – guided wild caving trip by arrangement
· Enchanted Rock Cave, Enchanted Rock Natural Area - near Fredericksburg, Texas  – 4 hour drive from the Metroplex – self-led trips.  Easy cave.  Map available at park office upon request.
· Natural Bridge Cavern – 5 hour drive from the Metroplex – guided wild caving trip
· Old Spanish Treasure Cave, Arkansas - 5 hour drive from the Metroplex – guided wild caving trip – camping in the cave.
· Kickapoo Cavern State Park, Texas - 7 hour drive from the Metroplex – guided wild caving trip

· Alabaster Caverns State Park, Oklahoma - 7 hour drive from the Metroplex – guided wild caving trip
· Carlsbad Caverns National Park, New Mexico – 8 hour drive from the Metroplex – guided wild caving trip.

For a super activity, perhaps over a weeklong camping and touring occasion, or a four day weekend, a trip to Bustamante, Nuevo Leon, Mexico (about 80 miles south of Laredo, Texas), is a wonderful place to take a Scout troop or Venture crew.  The cave is much like Carlsbad Caverns.  There is good camping in the Bustamante Canyon behind the town.  The people are friendly, and the mountains are beautiful to behold.

http://www.showcaves.com/english/mx/showcaves/Bustamante.html

Caving gear:
http://www.4bobandbob.com/
